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Foreword  
Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) will be critical in guiding where protected and conserved areas are 

placed over the next decade. We must make sure that we focus conservation action on globally 

important sites and the World Database of KBAs (WDKBA) is the lar gest database to hold 

information on these sites.   

The Key Biodiversity Area (KBA) Programme has continued to advance in 2020, despite the Covid -

19 pandemic and its disruption on conservation action.  This year we have seen a complete 

revision of the Worl d Database of Key Biodiversity Areas (WDKBA) and the development of a 

dedicated website for the KBA Programme. These both provide access to the tools and information 

necessary to identify and propose KBAs as well as access to the data about these globally 

important sites for species and ecosystems.   

The thirteen KBA Partners have continued to work together to support the national identification 

of KBAs in countries across the world.  There are currently 16,343 KBAs recognised for the world, 

adding or updat ing 538 KBAs in 2020 in the WDKBA. While still dominated by the Important Bird 

Area data, the number of sites where other taxonomic groups are being assessed is growing 

rapidly as are the number of countries interested in making national assessments of the ir KBAs.  

This year Mozambique completed a comprehensive assessment of their KBAs at a national scale. 

This is the first national identification of KBAs using the KBA Standard by an established KBA 

National Coordination Group and led to the confirmation of  29 proposed sites (25 terrestrial, and 

4 marine sites) conserving 180 KBA trigger species of which 57% were plants. This is an amazing 

achievement for Mozambique and we have also been impressed at how quickly the government 

has integrated the KBAs in its national territorial plan for the country. We encourage other nations 

to follow MozambiqueɅs lead and identify their KBAs across multiple taxonomic groups. 

There has also been a growing engagement of business with KBAs. The Banks and Biodiversity 

Coalition  launched a programme to promote a no -go policy in 8 key areas, one of which includes 

KBAs. Many banks consult the KBA Secretariat regularly about proposed developments in or near 

KBAs, and are making use of the KBA data through the Integrated Biodiversity  Assessment Tool 

(IBAT) to minimise their negative impacts on biodiversity. We hope all financial institut ions will 

start to  use the information in IBAT and help us improve the scope and application of the KBA 

information for safeguarding global biodiversi ty 

We both took over as Co -chairs of the KBA Committee in 2020 and are committed to seeing the 

identification and conservation of these globally important sites continue to expand, thanks to 

the support and commitment of the global partners for biodiversit y conservation . We are 

grateful to all the people who have contributed to identifying, proposing, reviewing and 

validating KBAs this year and look forward to another productive year by the KBA Partnership.  

 

Naomi Kingston & Alberto Yanosky ,  

Co-Chairs KBA Committee  
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KBA Programme  
The Key Biodiversity Areas (KBA) Programme is an ambitious attempt to identify, map, monitor 

and conserve the critical sites for global biodiversity across the planet. Led by 13 international  

conservation o rganisations, the KBA Partnership, this programme aims to support each nation of 

the world to identify KBAs within their country. This is providing a blueprint of sites for 

conservation that contain globally important populations of species or extent of ecosystems , and 

sites of high ecological integrity or irreplaceability . Knowing, with precision, the location of those 

places that c ontribute significantly to  the global persistence of biodiversity is critical information 

for a wide range of end users across  society, from national decision makers to private companies, 

as well as for use by international conventions and, ultimately, to direct conservation actions to 

halt further losses and address existing and emerging threats . 

A Global Standard for the Identification of Key Biodiversity Areas (KBA Standard ) published by IUCN  in 

2016 establishes a consultative, science -based process for the identification of globally important 

sites for biodiversity worldwide. Sites qualify as global KBAs if they m eet one or more of 11 criteria 

in five categories: threatened biodiversity; geographicall y restricted biodiversity; ecological 

integrity; biological processes; and, irreplaceability. The KBA criteria  have quantitative thresholds 

and can be applied to species and ecosystems in terrestrial, inland water and marine 

environments . These thresholds ensure that only those sites with significant populations of a 

species or extent of an ecosystem are identified as global KBAs.  

The vision of the KBA Programme is a comprehensive network of sites that contribute significantly 

to the global persistence of b iodiversity that is appropriately identified, correctly documented, 

effectively managed, sufficiently resourced and adequately safeguarded.  A seven-year strategic 

plan was developed in 2018 which guides the KBA Programme and provides indicators to measure 

progress.  This report summarises some of the key achievements made towards the 

implementation of the KB A Programme and strategy in 2020 .  
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Trigger elements for 538 KBAs  
confirmed in 2020  
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New tools to support KBA identification  

This year we launched a dedicated KBA website. This site 

provides information about what KBAs are, how they can be 

useful for governments, donors and the private sector, 

information about the KBA Partnership and Programme, and 

specific tools to help identify and propose KBAs for 

publishing in the World Database of KBAs . Launched in 

September  2020, visitor traffic to date exceeds 113,000 

visitors.  

The World Database of KBAs has also received a major 

overhaul this year. A dashboard was developed to make KBA 

data more readily accessible including available information 

about each  site and its trigger elements , provided on 

redesigned  fact sheets. Downloads of KBA data continue to 

increase year on ye ar showing the increasing value of the 

information  to users . With the new website and database 

now online and with a stronger profile it is expected that 

data use will continue to increase over the coming years.  

Other tools  have been developed to help users apply the KBA criteria. These include a standard 

proposal form which ensures a proposer captures all the required and recommended information 

and calculates the criteria met. Standard lists of restricted -range species (necessary to apply 

criterion B2) were developed in 2020. A standard list of recommended taxonomic groups has also 

been developed to apply the Co -occurring Geographically Restricted Specie s criterion (B2) and the 

Geographically Restricted Assemblages criterion (B3).   

 

 

 

 

http://www.keybiodiversityareas.org/
http://www.keybiodiversityareas.org/working-with-kbas/proposing-updating/criteria-tools
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KBA Scoping Tool  
The KBA Secretariat has also developed a KBA Scoping Tool (KST) with support from the Daniel K. 

Thorne Foundation, Cambridge Conservation Initiative, Sahara Conservation Fund and KBA 

Partners. The aim of this tool is to provide KBA Proposers with a tool that can help them identify 

potential species that might trigger KBA status at a site. When a KBA proposa l process begins in a 

country, particularly if KBAs are being assessed across a region or the country as a whole, it can 

be difficult to pull together all the data on species Ʌ global and site distributions to then apply the 

KBA Criteria. This is particular ly difficult in countries with high biodiversity richness where there 

are many species that require assessing for their potential to be a KBA trigger.  

The KST is a database that holds data on the amount of each speciesɅ range that occurs within a 

spatial grid of 6 km 2 area hexagon cells across the world. These grid cells occur  within a set of 

nested grids at larger scale and can be used to rapidly calculate the proportion of a species range 

within a site. Extent of Suitable Habitat (ESH) or Area of Habitat  (AOH) models have also been 

generated for most species based on their habitat associations and elevation ranges as recorded 

on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. The KST currently holds data on all species assessed 

on the IUCN Red List with polygon range data (about 80,000 species).  As such the tool can assess 

potential KBAs using range and ESH assessment parameters for KBA criteria A1, B1, B2, and B3.  A 

measure of irreplaceability (Baisero et al. in press) is also incorporated in the KST. The tool  can be 

used to scope 1. a set of grid cells of a specific size across a region or 2. specific polygons of variable 

size and area.  

In 2020 t he Sahara Conservation Fund requested the KBA Secretariat to make a  scoping of the 

Sahara-Sahel region to inform the ir strategic planning. The results of this assessment identified 

113 species that could potentially be KBA trigger species using a grid cell size of 486 km 2 across 

the whole region, identifying 656 cells as potential areas to investigate for KBA status. Ap plying the 

tool to existing KBA s and protected area boundaries identified 782 species as potential triggers, 

indicating there are likely many more than had been originally proposed for these sites, even in a 

relatively species poor environment.  To confirm these sites as KBAs the trigger species need to be 

shown to be  present at a site with sufficient Reproductive Units.  

 

Scoping of potential KBAs across the Sahara  
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Number of KBAs threatened by different types of threat classes  (IUCN classification)  
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In 2020 the KBA Partnership 

established a working group to 

raise awareness of threatened KBAs  
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Percentage of KBAs covered by Protected Areas  
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Mozambique achieves 17% coverage of land with KBAs  

In 2020 Mozambique  completed a two -year process 

to make  one of the most  comprehensive 

assessments of KBAs across a country, identifying 

KBAs for multiple taxonomic groups. Mozambique 

achieved this by establishing a KBA National 

Coordination Group, with the Ministry of Land, 

Environment and Rural Development (MITADER), 

through  the National Directorate of Environment 

(DINAB) as president of the management committee 

and Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) chairing a 

Secretariat. With financial support from USAID, 

through its SPEED plus project, an initial training was 

held in 201 9 to scientific experts for different 

taxonomic groups by the Head of the KBA 

Secretariat. Following this training, these experts 

worked together in different taxonomic groups to 

make an assessment of species that meet the 

Criteria in the KBA Standard to q ualify as KBA trigger species.  Groups regularly met to share 

findings and harmonise overlaps in taxonomic groups to better identify boundaries for sites that 

would satisfy all groups.   

The work engaged more than 100 national, regional and international experts  in different 

taxonomic groups and identified 29 sites which were reviewed, confirmed and published as KBAs 

in the World Database of KBAs at the end of 2020. These 29 sites include 4 marine sites and cover 

139,947 km 2, 17% of MozambiqueɅs land and 1% of its Marine EEZ. An additional 15 sites have 

been identified as prospective KBAs but require additional information f rom  the site. Follow -up 

survey work is planned to assess these sites.  

The 29 sites have been incorporated in MozambiqueɅs Territorial Land use plan and will be used 

to guide protected area expansion in the country.  
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KBA safeguarding  by business and finance  

KBAs are becoming integrated in company safeguarding strategies and procedures . The 

ϥnternational Finance CorporationɅs (ϥFC) Performance Standard 6 recognised KBAs as Ʉlikely critical 

habitatɅ. Critical habitat values for IFC include Critically Endangered and E ndangered species, 

endemic and restricted range species, globa lly significant congregations of species, highly 

threatened and unique ecosystems and key evolutionary processes. These values overlap very 

closely with the KBA criteria. The 118 financial institutions that have signed up to the Equator 

Principles also are advised to follow ϥFCɅs performance standard 6.  

In 2020 Société Générale developed its own safeguarding policy and requires a third party 

assessment of any concessions that are within or near KBAs, that a mitigation strategy to achieve 

no-net -loss is put  in place, and there is adequate consultation of the local people in the vicinity of 

the potential concession.  

In 2020 the KBA Secretariat worked with the Equator Principles to publish  a Guidance note on data 

sharing that states: Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) are sites of global importance for the persistence of 

biodiversity and are recognized as likely Critical Habitats by IFC Performance Standard 6 as well as the 

Equator Principles. Ɏ As not all taxa have been assessed for KBAs, EPFϥ clients are also encouraged to 

apply the KBA criteria (seehttp://www.keybiodiversityareas.org) to sites where they have collected 

biodiversity data to assess whether the site would meet KBA status. If an EPFI client is assessing whether 

to operate within an existing KBA, it is even more important that both the KBA monitoring assessment 

tool is applied and that any biodiversity element (species or ecosystem) that triggers KBA status at a site 

is monitored before, during and after the operations of the EPFI client to ensure there is no decline in 

biodiversity.  

In 2020 a new coalition was established, Banks and Biodiversity , to hold banks accountable for 

their biodiversity impacts. They have established eight criteria to identify where banks should not 

fund business development of which criterion 3 states covers Habitats with endemic or endangered 

species, including Key Biodiversity Areas. They are urging for a ɄNo GoɅ policy for sites that meet these 

criteria.  

Access to information about KBAs is available to businesses and financial institutions through the 

Integrated Biodiversity Information Tool  (IBAT) to commercial entities. IBAT provides company -

relevant summari es of biodiversity and conservation data by combining the data found within the 

IUCN Red List of Threatened species, the World Database of KBAs and Protected Planet. Funding 

generated through the subscriptions supports the collection of data, updating and maintenance 

of these three databases.  

 

https://banksandbiodiversity.org/
https://www.ibat-alliance.org/
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