


Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) will be critical in guiding where protected and conserved areas are
placed over the next decade. We must make sure that we focus conservation action on globally
important sites and the World Database of KBAs (WDKBA) is the lar gest database to hold
information on these sites.

The Key Biodiversity Area (KBA) Programme has continued to advance in 2020, despite the Covid -
19 pandemic and its disruption on conservation action. This year we have seen a complete
revision of the Worl d Database of Key Biodiversity Areas (WDKBA) and the development of a
dedicated website for the KBA Programme. These both provide access to the tools and information
necessary to identify and propose KBAs as well as access to the data about these globally
important sites for species and ecosystems.

The thirteen KBA Partners have continued to work together to support the national identification

of KBAs in countries across the world. There are currently 16,343 KBAs recognised for the world,
adding or updat ing 538 KBAs in 2020 in the WDKBA. While still dominated by the Important Bird
Area data, the number of sites where other taxonomic groups are being assessed is growing
rapidly as are the number of countries interested in making national assessments of the ir KBAs.

This year Mozambique completed a comprehensive assessment of their KBAs at a national scale.

This is the first national identification of KBAs using the KBA Standard by an established KBA

National Coordination Group and led to the confirmation of 29 proposed sites (25 terrestrial, and

4 marine sites) conserving 180 KBA trigger species of which 57% were plants. This is an amazing

achievement for Mozambique and we have also been impressed at how quickly the government

has integrated the KBAs in its national territorial plan for the country. We encourage other nations

to follow MozambiqueAs | ead and identify their KBASs

There has also been a growing engagement of business with KBAs. The Banks and Biodiversity
Coalition launched a programme to promote a no -go policy in 8 key areas, one of which includes
KBAs. Many banks consult the KBA Secretariat regularly about proposed developments in or near
KBAs, and are making use of the KBA data through the Integrated Biodiversity Assessment Tool
(IBAT) to minimise their negative impacts on biodiversity. =~ We hope all financial institut ions will
start to use the information in IBAT and help us improve the scope and application of the KBA
information for safeguarding global biodiversi  ty

We both took over as Co -chairs of the KBA Committee in 2020 and are committed to seeing the
identification and conservation of these globally important sites continue to expand, thanks to
the support and commitment of the global partners for biodiversit y conservation . We are
grateful to all the people who have contributed to identifying, proposing, reviewing and

validating KBAs this year and look forward to another productive year by the KBA Partnership.

Naomi Kingston & Alberto Yanosky

Co-Chairs KBA Committee
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KBA Programme

The Key Biodiversity Areas (KBA) Programme is an ambitious attempt to identify, map, monitor
and conserve the critical sites for global biodiversity across the planet. Led by 13 international
conservation o rganisations, the KBA Partnership, this programme aims to support each nation of

the world to identify KBAs within their country. This is providing a blueprint of sites for
conservation that contain globally important populations of species or extent of ecosystems , and
sites of high ecological integrity or irreplaceability . Knowing, with precision, the location of those
places that c ontribute significantly to the global persistence of biodiversity is critical information

for a wide range of end users across society, from national decision makers to private companies,

as well as for use by international conventions and, ultimately, to direct conservation actions to
halt further losses and address existing and emerging threats

AGlobal Standard for the Identification of Key Biodiversity Areas(KBA Standard ) published by IUCN in
2016 establishes a consultative, science -based process for the identification of  globally important
sites for biodiversity worldwide.  Sites qualify as global KBAs if they m eet one or more of 11 criteria
in five categories: threatened biodiversity; geographicall y restricted biodiversity; ecological
integrity; biological processes; and, irreplaceability. The KBA criteria  have quantitative thresholds
and can be applied to species and ecosystems in terrestrial, inland water and marine
environments . These thresholds ensure that only those sites with significant populations of a
species or extent of an ecosystem are identified as global KBAs.

The vision of the KBA Programme is a comprehensive network of sites that contribute significantly

to the global persistence of b iodiversity that is appropriately identified, correctly documented,
effectively managed, sufficiently resourced and adequately safeguarded. A seven-year strategic
plan was developed in 2018 which guides the KBA Programme and provides indicators to measure
progress. This report summarises some of the key achievements made towards the
implementation of the KB A Programme and strategy in 2020 .
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Trigger elements for 538 KBAs
confirmed in 2020
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KEY BIODIVERSITY AREAS
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Key Biodiversity Areas: keep nature thriving

Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) are the most important places in the world for species and their habitats. Faced with a
global environmental crisis we need to focus our collective efforts on conserving the places that matter most. The KBA
Programme supports the identification. mapping. monitoring and conservation of KBAs to help safeguard the most
critical sites for nature on our planet — from rainforests to reefs, mountains to marshes. deserts to grasslands and to the
deepest parts of the oceans.

New tools to support KBA identification

This year we launched a dedicated KBA website. This site
provides information about what KBAs are, how they can be
useful for governments, donors and the private sector,
information about the KBA  Partnership and Programme, and
specific tools to help identify and propose KBAs for
publishing in the World Database of KBAs . Launched in
September 2020, visitor traffic to date exceeds 113,000
visitors.

Website Visitors per month since launched

The World Database of KBAs has also received a major
overhaul this year. A dashboard was developed to make KBA
data more readily accessible including available information
about each site and its trigger elements , provided on
redesigned fact sheets. Downloads of KBA data continue to
increase year on ye ar showing the increasing value of the
information to users. With the new website and database
now online and with a stronger profile it is expected that
data use will continue to increase over the coming years.

Other tools have been developed to help users apply the KBA criteria. These include a standard
proposal form which ensures a proposer captures all the required and recommended information

and calculates the criteria met. Standard lists of restricted -range species (necessary to apply
criterion B2) were developed in 2020. A standard list of recommended taxonomic groups has also
been developed to apply the Co -occurring Geographically Restricted Specie s criterion (B2) and the
Geographically Restricted Assemblages criterion (B3).


http://www.keybiodiversityareas.org/
http://www.keybiodiversityareas.org/working-with-kbas/proposing-updating/criteria-tools

Scoping of potential KBAs across the Sahara
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KBA Scoping Tool

The KBA Secretariat has also developed a KBA Scoping Tool (KST) with support from the Daniel K.
Thorne Foundation, Cambridge Conservation Initiative, Sahara Conservation Fund and KBA
Partners. The aim of this tool is to provide KBA Proposers with a tool that can help them identify
potential species that might trigger KBA status at a site. When a KBA proposa | process begins in a
country, particularly if KBAs are being assessed across a region or the country as a whole, it can

be difficult to pull together all the data on species /global and site distributions to then apply the
KBA Criteria. This is particular ly difficult in countries with high biodiversity richness where there
are many species that require assessing for their potential to be a KBA trigger.

The KST is a database that holds data on the amount of each species/Nange that occurs within a
spatial grid of 6 km 2 area hexagon cells across the world. These grid cells occur within a set of
nested grids at larger scale and can be used to rapidly calculate the proportion of a species range
within a site. Extent of Suitable Habitat (ESH) or Area of Habitat (AOH) models have also been
generated for most species based on their habitat associations and elevation ranges as recorded

on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. The KST currently holds data on all species assessed
on the IUCN Red List with polygon range data (about 80,000 species). As such the tool can assess
potential KBAs using range and ESH assessment parameters for KBA criteria A1, B1, B2, and B3. A
measure of irreplaceability (Baisero et al. in press) is also incorporated in the KST.  The tool can be
used to scope 1. a set of grid cells of a specific size across a region or 2. specific polygons of variable
size and area.

In 2020 the Sahara Conservation Fund requested the KBA Secretariat to make a scoping of the
Sahara-Sahel region to inform the ir strategic planning. The results of this assessment identified
113 species that could potentially be KBA trigger species using a grid cell size of 486 km 2 across
the whole region, identifying 656 cells as potential areas to investigate for KBA status. Ap  plying the
tool to existing KBA s and protected area boundaries identified 782 species as potential triggers,
indicating there are likely many more than had been originally proposed for these sites, even in a
relatively species poor environment. To confirm these sites as KBAs the trigger species need to be
shown to be present at a site with sufficient Reproductive Units.



Number of KBAs threatened by different types of threat classes (IUCN classification)

Biological Agriculture & Human Natural Residential & Pollution Invasive Climate Transportation Energy Geological
Resource use Aquaculture disturbance system commercial species change production events
modifications development

2000

In 2020 the KBA Partnership
established a working group to
raise awareness of threatened KBAs




Percentage of KBAs covered by Protected Areas
m % KBAs completely covere
by protected areas

B % KBAs partially covered &
protected areas

m % KBAs with no coverage
protected areas

Protected area coverage of KBAs has

fallen in recent years indicating that
the governments and the conservation

community are failing to protect
these globally importants ites
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Mozambique achieves 17% coverage of land with KBAs

In 2020 Mozambique completed a two -year process

% OF KBA CRITERIA TRIGGERED

tO make one Of the mOSt Compl’ehenSIve Criterion B1 - applied to species with restricted
B L. distribution, was the most frequently triggered,
assessments of KBAs across a country, identifying 0 g 7 e o s ol KB4 s ig
at most o e S mggerlng specles are
KBAs for multiple taxonomic groups. Mozambique el (";;’g’:f:;g;fe;; n“”;;";j’;j:;p]i:; 3%
achieved this by establishing a KBA National kool eniadechns) 20% 2%
. . . .. i hel i d. 10% o
Coordination Group, with the Ministry of Land, i 7%
Envlronment and Rural Development (M ITADER), M % OF KBAs TRIGGERED OVER ALL SITES 7A|. Alb  Alc Ald Ale B1 B2 Db

through the National Directorate of Environment
(DINAB) as president of the management committee

and Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) chairing a % OF TRIGGER SPECIES BY 2% 1% 1%
Secretariat. With financial support from USAID, I:xitgrlfsfnipsd e o :
through its SPEED plus project, an initial training was e

held in 2019 to scientific experts for different e e, e

taxonomic groups by the Head of the KBA i ST .- sy AN

Secretariat. Following this training, these experts i & v oS

W FRESHWATER FISH B MARINE MAMMALS

worked together in different taxonomic groups to
make an assessment of species that meet the
Criteria in the KBA Standard to q ualify as KBA trigger species. Groups regularly met to share
findings and harmonise overlaps in taxonomic groups to better identify boundaries for sites that
would satisfy all groups.

The work engaged more than 100 national, regional and international experts in different
taxonomic groups and identified 29 sites which were reviewed, confirmed and published as KBAs

in the World Database of KBAs at the end of 2020. These 29 sites include 4 marine sites and cover
139,947 km?, 17% of Mo z a mb i q wtitd MarihesEE4l Anaadditiondl %5 sites have
been identified as prospective KBAs but require additional information f rom the site. Follow -up
survey work is planned to assess these sites.

The 29 sites have been incorporated in MozambiqueAs
to guide protected area expansion in the country.

KBA PROVINGE KBA MOUNT INAGO s

1. Njesi Plateau Niassa

2. Niassa Special Reserve Niassa

3. Palma Cabo Delgado

4. Vamizi Cabo Delgado

5. Quiterajo Cabo Delgado

6. Taratibu Cabo Delgado

7. Erati Nampula

8. Matibane Forest Reserve Nampula

9, Ribaué-Mphalwe Nampula :::".’;:;“;::;x""

10. Mount Inago Nampula / COORDINATES: -15.07 5, 37.39 €

11. APAIPS Zambezia ) CURRENT PROTECTION CATEGORY: N/A
12. Mount Namuli Zambezia y PRE-EXISTING DESIGNATION: KBA (old criteria), AZE
13. Mount Mabu Zambezia Sl TR KBA CRITERIA TRIGGERED: A1, ATe, B1, B2
14. Mount Chiperone Zambezia

15. Derre Forest Reserve Zambezia TRIGGER SPECIES

Mount Inago is in Malema District, in the western section of
¥ . & Rhampholeon bruessoworum CR (MOZ ENDEMIC)
5 - [Nampula Province, Northern Mozambique. Malema District 2 + ¥
16. Tchuma-Tchato. P a @ Nadziskambia inago (MOZAMBIQUE ENDENIC)

Cahora Bassa Lake Tete :r:\?\'nii{e: .:i i;r?:fé?,ﬂ'? :lr\:le (z%:l;)e :2:;2?;;5; O Lygodactylus inago (MOZAMBIQUE ENDEMIC)
17. Serra Choa Manica inago, which Is mainly granite-porphyrite, is very similar to : :;""”:,‘;"o;’::y’,’g“"”’ I HCORHUS OSC

; i the Namuli massif, due to their dose proximity. According
18. Machipanda Manica al. (2009), granite-porphyrite encroached

19. Chimanimani f the Nampula and Namarrai series around

o on years ago. The Inago massif elevation
National Park Manica anges from 300-1,870 m, with the main pe: ng 1,804

3¢ Alaena lambomi
¢ Neococenyra bioculata

20. Gorongosa and m aititude. Rainfall in the Malema District shows an average
. f 1,300 mm per annum. The major vegetation surrounding
Marromeu Complex Sofala the mountain is the miombo woodland, particularly up to

21 |nhassor°_vi|ankulos |nhambane 1,000 m. From 1,000 to 1,600 m of altitude, the vegetation is
: mainly forest, with stream valleys covered by riverine forest

22. Great Bazaruto Inhambane Beyond 1,500 m elevation, grasslands and rocky shrublands

Iso found,
23. Tofo Inhambane sk

24, Chongoene Gaza

25. Manhica-Bilene Gaza
LEGEND 26. Matutuine Maputo
Mozambique EEZ 27. Licudti Forest Reserve Maputo

29 Identified KBAs 28. Maputo Special Reserve  Maputo . = MAIN THREATS

= Mozambique provinces 29. Ponta do Ouro ; - Deforestation for small scale agriculture, ongoing
Partial Marine Reserve Maputo / slash and burn shifting agriculture in the forest with
no regulation, logging, unsustainable hunting

Cymothas Saplisi!




KBAs are becoming integrated in company safeguarding strategies and procedures . The
Unternational Finance CorporationAs ( UFClJkelycdgtical or manc e
habitat A\ . C rhabttait waklds for IFC include Critically Endangered and E ndangered species,

endemic and restricted range species, globa Ily significant congregations of species, highly

threatened and unique ecosystems and key evolutionary processes. These values overlap very

closely with the KBA criteria. The 118 financial institutions that have signed up to the Equator

Principles also are advisedto f o | | osaperfbrim&hde standard 6.

In 2020 Société Générale developed its own safeguarding policy and requires a third party
assessment of any concessions that are within or near KBAs, that a mitigation strategy to achieve
no-net-loss is put in place, and there is adequate consultation of the local people in the vicinity of
the potential concession.

In 2020 the KBA Secretariat worked with the Equator Principles to publish a Guidance note on data

sharing that states: Key Biodiversity Areas (KBs) are sites of global importance for the persistence of

biodiversity and are recognized as likely Critical Habitats by IFC Performance Standard 6 as well as the
Equator Principles. ¥ As not all taxa havuwagdd®men asse
apply the KBA criteria (seehttp://www.keybiodiversityareas.org) to sites where they have collected

biodiversity data to assess whether the site would meet KBA status. If an EPFI client is assessing whether

to operate within an existing KBA, it iseven more important that both the KBA monitoring assessment

tool is applied and that any biodiversity element (species or ecosystem) that triggers KBA status at a site

is monitored before, during and after the operations of the EPFI client to ensure thereis no decline in

biodiversity.

In 2020 a new coalition was established, Banks and Biodiversity , to hold banks accountable for

their biodiversity impacts. They have established eight criteria  to identify where banks should not

fund business development of which criterion 3 states covers  Habitats with endemic or endangered

species, including Key Biodiversity Arecas They are urging for a YNo GoA poli
criteria.

Access to information about KBAs is available to businesses and financial institutions  through the
Integrated Biodiversity Information Tool  (IBAT)to commercial entities. IBAT provides company -
relevant summari es of biodiversity and conservation data by combining the data found within the
IUCN Red List of Threatened species, the World Database of KBAs and Protected Planet. Funding
generated through the subscriptions supports the collection of data, updating and maintenance
of these three databases.

T WO

The Data

We host and maintain the three key
global biodiversity datasets

2% rotected
g%} ‘ rr;lanet KEBA

IUCN Red List of World Database on World Database of Key
Threatened Species Protected Areas Biodiversity Areas



https://banksandbiodiversity.org/
https://www.ibat-alliance.org/
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